I. Kingdom Protista
a. Unicelluar, eukaryotic organisms

b. Name comes from greek, which means “very first”

c. First Eukaryotic organisms on Earth

i. 1.5 billion years ago

II. Classification of

a. By their method of nutrition and movement

i. Heterotrophic protists are called animallike

ii. Photosynthetic protists are called plantlike

iii. Decomposers are called funguslike

b. Movement

i. Many flow through environment by using flagella

1. whiplike tail

2. classified as Zoomastigina

3. referred to as Zooflagellates

4. absorb food through cell membranes


5. examples are Euglena


ii. some move by using cytoplasmic projections called psuedopods.

1. Classified as Sarcodines

2. examples are Amoebas

3. capture and digest their food
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iii. Some move by the use of cilia

1. classified as Ciliates

2. use cilia for movement and feeding

3. example is a paramecium
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iv. Some are parasitic

1. do not live or move freely, must have a host.

2. classified as Sporozoans


III. Plantlike Protists


a. Euglenophytes

i. Have two flagella but no cell wall

ii. Example Euglena
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b. Chrysophytes
i. Means golden plants

ii. Gold colored chloroplasts
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c. Diatoms

i. Most abundant and beautiful

ii. Produce thin, delicate cell walls rich in silcon (the main component in glass)
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d. Red, Brown and Green Algae

i. Most are unicellular

ii. Autotrophic

1. color depends on what pigments they have

iii. Not considered to be plants

iv. Green Algae is considered to be the ancestor to plants

1. Why??
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e. Funguslike Protists

i. Slime Molds

ii. Found in damp rich areas

iii. Decomposers
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