Acids and Bases

· Acid-Substance that increases the # of Hydrogen ions


Ex. HCl→ H+ + Cl-
· Base-Substance that increases the # of OH- (hydroxide) ions.


Ex. NaOH→Na+ + OH-
         Sodium hydroxide→sodium + hydroxide

· pH scale (means potential hydrogen)


-way to express how acidic or basic something is.

· Chemistry of living things pH is between 6-8 (blood is 7.4)



-maintains a constant pH (homeostasis)



-pH influences the rate of chemical reactions


-Buffers prevent a change in pH. They either donate a 
                     hydrogen (base) or accept a hydrogen (acid).







